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many times in history it shows, just a 
short history ago, of those who have 
voted for it. Hillary Clinton has voted 
for border security as well on the wall, 
Barack Obama, Joe Biden, and CHUCK 
SCHUMER. 

This will be an amendment made in 
Rules for the bill. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his comments. 

It is an amendment made in Rules. Is 
that going to be an amendment that 
will be made in order for full consider-
ation and debate on the floor of the 
House of Representatives? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, as 

the gentleman knows, I do not speak 
for the Rules Committee. It will be 
their process and their determination. 
It is a committee. They will decide as 
a committee. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the majority leader for that an-
swer. 

Given the fact that, as the gentleman 
has pointed out, this was made a major 
issue by the administration during the 
campaign, in light of the fact that 
there are many members of his own ad-
ministration who believe the wall will 
not work and is not the most effective 
way to do what all of us agree ought to 
be done, and that is to keep our border 
secure and to make sure that we know 
who is coming into the United States 
of America—I think that is a unani-
mous position, frankly, of the Members 
of this House. 

This border wall, as I understand it, 
is in none of the four bills that have 
been marked up by the committee. 
Therefore, my presumption is the 
Rules Committee is, in some fashion, 
going to add this. If they add it, frank-
ly, to the rule and that it is adopted as 
a result of the adoption of the rule, 
that will preclude a vote on the wall. 

Now, I know the gentleman doesn’t 
like me to quote his book, but it seems 
to me, in the book, every issue was 
going to be taken on its own, dis-
cretely, and that Members of the House 
would be able to work their will. 

If it is in the rule, that is, I think, 
not consistent with that ability of 
Members of the House to fully debate 
whether or not we ought to be putting 
billions and billions and billions of dol-
lars into a wall and whether or not 
that wall would be effective to accom-
plish the objective. 

Madam Speaker, can the gentleman 
assure me that it will not be simply in-
cluded and assumed to be adopted by 
the adoption of the rule itself and will, 
in fact, be an amendment on which the 
House can engage and work its will? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
He brings up a point about the secu-

rity of our border. It was a debate na-
tionally, but it wasn’t a new debate. It 
is a debate that actually happened on 
this floor a short amount of time ago. 
We all remember the Secure Fence Act. 
It was actually debated right before I 
was elected. 

We got veto-proof majorities in both 
the House and Senate. Sixty-four 
Democrats voted for that bill on this 
floor, 80 of 100 Senators. 

I would like to note once again, who 
were those Senators who voted for 
this? It was Hillary Clinton; at the 
time, Senator Barack Obama; Senator 
Joe Biden; and Senator CHUCK SCHU-
MER. So it is not a new challenge. 

But the gentleman will be thankful 
that we have taken the new technology 
and also applied it within this bill for 
border security. We have levees. We 
have dams as well. We have taken the 
ideas on all sides. The American public 
has requested this. I can’t promise 
what the Rules Committee will do, just 
as I would never ask you to promise 
what one of the committees is going to 
do. 

Just as you quote my book—and I 
don’t get upset with you quoting my 
book. You should buy it and read it 
more. Buy more books. The whole staff 
should be reading my book. 

Mr. HOYER. I am enthralled by it, 
Mr. Majority Leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. And just to clarify, 
I get no royalties. The Wounded Vet-
erans get the money, and I am thank-
ful that you buy it. 

But if I may finish with this, the 
Rules Committee will act. The Amer-
ican public expects us to act. We utilize 
technology. We utilize levees. We uti-
lize dams. And I will tell you, many of 
those ideas come from your side of the 
aisle. 

It is requested not just from Mem-
bers on your side of the aisle, but 
Democrats and city councils and others 
that are along the border. 

So, yes, we are taking action, just as 
we said we would do. The Rules Com-
mittee will find the right place to 
apply it, and we will be able to have 
the discussion on the floor. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I un-
derstand the majority leader’s reti-
cence to answer the question because 
he says he can’t speak for the Rules 
Committee. I understand that. But the 
fact of the matter is this is an impor-
tant issue. It ought to be considered by 
the House. 

It ought to have every Member’s abil-
ity to speak to the issue of whether or 
not we ought to build that wall, not 
whether we ought to have security—we 
all agree that we should and must have 
security—but whether we do it with a 
wall, as I said, in which many members 
of the current administration do not 
believe it will work and have been 
quoted as saying so in the past, and 
there are many Members on our side 
who feel that. 

I would hope that the majority leader 
would at least make it known to the 
Rules Committee that we ought to 
have that as a freestanding amend-
ment, not incorporate it in a rule that 
the vote for the rule or a vote against 
the rule is, of itself, a vote on the wall 
itself. 

Lastly, Mr. Leader, I want to say 
that you and I are both very concerned 

about the Russian sanctions and Ira-
nian sanctions bill that is pending. We 
have been working very hard on that, 
very constructively on that, and I look 
forward, over the next 24 hours, more 
or less, to see whether or not we could 
get that resolved. 

We have introduced, as you know, 
the Senate bill as a House bill. We 
would be for that if it would be brought 
to the floor. But we want to make sure 
that we move a bill, as you do, as 
quickly as possible and get agreement 
with the Senate and move that bill to 
the President’s desk. 

I thank you for your work on that, 
and I look forward to working with you 
over the next day or two to see if we 
can achieve that objective together. 

Madam Speaker, unless the gen-
tleman wants further time, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
JULY 20, 2017, TO MONDAY, JULY 
24, 2017 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday, July 24, 2017, when it 
shall convene at noon for morning-hour 
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CHE-
NEY). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1230 

RECOGNIZING GABRIELLA 
BOFFELLI 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, last night I was proud to present my 
legislative director, Gabriella Boffelli, 
with the Vermillion Award of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Leadership Insti-
tute, CHLI, named after the late Steve 
Vermillion, the former chief of staff to 
Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart. 

This award is presented each year to 
two staffers who exemplify Steve’s 
huge heart and dedication to freedom. 
None are more deserving than Gaby, 
and her fellow honoree, Angela Rami-
rez. 

Since starting as an intern in my 
Miami office 6 years ago, Gaby has 
risen through the ranks, year after 
year, serving our south Florida com-
munity with wisdom, grace, and integ-
rity. Now completing a master’s degree 
at Johns Hopkins University, Gaby is 
the consummate public servant, self-
lessly working on behalf of our con-
stituents, while constantly fighting for 
democracy and human rights in places 
like Nicaragua. 

It has been an honor to have Gaby 
Boffelli on my team, and I know this is 
just the beginning of an extraordinary 
career. 
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